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"Last month during the Omarama 

Cup we had a day with blue wave. I 
hit lift of 2,200 feet a minute, and 
some of the guys had 3,000." Dale 
Bush was recounting a December 
flight in New Zealand, just before the 
World Gliding Championships got 
under way. "The wave length was 
short, and I went from lift to sink in 
about half a mile. When I hit the 
down side of the rotor it shook the 
glider and dumped it. I had to accel- 
erate 10 to 20 seconds before I had 
flying speed again, and then the air- 
speed came up so k t  I was at red- 
line. I couId see dust blowing in the 
river valleys, totally ob~uring the 
ground ... a landont would have been 

- -- - the most 

Dale Btrz~sh zn the c o c p l t  01 his Ninlbtrs 3. 

disturbed air I've 
flown in. We flew 
that day in moderat 
severe turbuience. 
end of the flight even thl 
Kiwi pilots could hardl: 
get out of the cockpit be 
cause they were so exhaust 
ed. But it was exciting ... 
exhilarating." 

Welcome to New Zea- 
land! 

Dale Bush a s  om d 
ten pilots on the U.S. team 
at Omarama, a town with a 

opulation of 350 which 
Ees just below dead center 
an the south island. Dale 
v a s  flying for the first time 
n a Worlds, iloting a 

$ Nimbus 3. Ron aberv was The ?drl inembers. 
qompeting far his s&nd Ti:- 
%me in a Worlds, also in a ~ i m b u &  
Sherman Griffith was a first timer, ' aying his two-place ASH-25, with 
f m  Stabler co-piloting from the back 

, eat. Because of the high c o s t i d  
- #-ansporting the long wing sdr- 

lanes to this site on the other sidqof 
e world there were just 15 ent- 
Open Class. 

In the 15-Meter Class, Ray 
Gimmey, flying in his eighth consec- 
utive WGC, flew an LS-6B. Peter 
Masak, in his second Worlds, flew 
his one-of-a-kind Scimitar. "It has a 
Ventus-2 fuselage and my own wing 
design," Peter said. "The wing has a 
12G glass spar and 8G Kevlar skin. 
Exceeding design limits will show 
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up first in the skin." Gary Ittner was note, the number of women flying in 
the third U.S. entrant in the class, fly- the WGC doubIed, from one to two. 
ing in his first World outing. There Janet Janowits&, an invited 
were 32 pilots in 15-Meter sailplane. horn Australia, and Bozena 8::: 

Standard Class had 44 competitors nenko, Poland's leadin woman 
to round out the field of 91 pilots rep- pilot; both flew in the Stan fi ad Class. 
resenting 24 countries. Rick Walters Even before the contest officially 
was making it two in a row in World started there were two accidents that 
competition, flying his Discus B. The warned the capricious winds here 
livlng legend, Karl Striedieclc, was in were a condition to a proach with 
the only borrowed glider for our extreme caution. John 6 ood, an SSA 
team, an ASW-24. Another newcom Director and competition pilot, had 
er to the World's, James"Chipn Gar- planned to crew for Karl Shiedieck. 
ner, flew a Discus A. Lt. Col. Jim Karl and John were co-owners of a 
Payne was team captain for the fifth parasail, and the two of them 
consecutive time, and his wife, climbed a mountain adjacent to the 
Jackie, backed him up during the airfield for a flight. John opted to go 
long days. first, and shortly after he launched a 

This field was smaller than recent downdraft collapsed the chute and 
World contests, but the level of com- Karl estimates John fell from 100 feet. 
pebt ia  was impressive. Fourteen af John fractured his pelvic bone and 
the pilots here were gold medal win- had to be life-flighted to the hospital 
ners in previous WGC's, and several b the east coast town of Timaru. 

I 
john Roake, Championship D~rector. 

Apotentially more serious acci- 
dent had a happier ending. weather, and the show went on. 
Gerard Lherm, a 49 year-old After the traditional parade of the 
French pilot with 12,000 hours in teams in uniform, events became 
gliders, was flying wave in a very un-traditional. Championship 
Nimbus 4. Jn attempting to tran- Director John Roake (or maybe his 
sition from the secondary to the stand-in) arrived by way of a bungy 
primary wave he hit sink and jump from a helicopter. After he had 
found himself in cloud. The boinged up and down several times 
Nimbus went into a spiral and the helicopter slowly eased him 
when Lherm saw the airspeed down to ground level where two 2 approaching the spoilers. This redline put all he the pulled load helpers he could turned wave to him the right crowd. side up so 

Janet Janavitsch (leflf and Demctenkol on the outer sections of the A group of Maori (rhymes with 
turo women pilots in the cumpelition. wings and they snapped. Lherm now-ree) dancers, tatooed and wear- 
of them had w m  more then once. went over the side and a static line 
There were t h e  ex-*pions in pulled his chute seconds before the 
Open Class, two in 15-Meter, and Nimbus hit a ridge with the airspeed 
nine in Standard. And, happy to needle jammed at 440 km/h. 

Chip Garner was directly under 
the cloud when the glider came 
screaming past. "At first I thought 
there had been a midair. I thought I 
was seeing a 15-Meter ship because 
the wings were so short." Chip 
radioed the coordinates from his fie Maori Haka, challenging and then 
GPS, and Lherm, unscathed, was iveZcoming Tor Johannessen ofthe 1.G.C. 
picked up promptly. In a gesture of 

ortsmanship, New Zeelander ing eaditional costumes, performed a sg Terry elore offered Lherm the use of Haka, or Maori challenge. It is a ritual 
a M;-BOO. Lhexm accepted and flew in which the Maori chef and his peo- 
the contest, competing head to head ple k u e d  first a challenge, then a 
with Dclore in the 15-Meter Class. welcome to visitor Tor Johmessen of 

AFter good weather during the the I.G.C. Implicit in the performance 
practice days, Mu hy's Law went' is the Maori message, "You are here 
into effect on Satur 7 ay, January 7 for because I allow you to be here." 
the Opamg Day Festival of Flight. As part of the airshow a helicopter 
Cold winds gusted from 30 to 50 made a fairly conventional aero-tow 
nlph and a t  Ylmes entire perfor- of a glider - conventional until they 
mancea in front af the b leache~  dis- got to about 2,500 feet. Then the 

"RP ennd in a swbl of dust. Across copter slowed gradually to a hover 
I e road, some of the unsecured glid- and the glider dangled straight 
er trailers wme bounced around and down on f ie  tow rope, attached at 
damaged. But the New Zealander's the CG hook, with the glider pilot 

John Good in the hospital in Timaru. invincible spirit is a match for their looking up at the helicopter. After 
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for the Open Class. 
Stabler landed here in 
. One glider landed 
ke and had to be heli- 
the first of several such 

GPS got a lot of sailplanes down 
safely this day. This was the first all- 
GPS contest, with cameras and baro- 
graphs used only as backup. In addi- 
tion to being a navigational aid for 
the pilots, GPS also recorded every- 
thing the glider did on the task. Start 
times, turnpoint verification and fin- 

Glider tow by helicopter. ish were all recorded and used for 
official scoring. Every glider in the 

hanging there about 30 seconds (to 
finish his prayer?) the glider pilot 
released, did a hammer-head depar- 
ture and entered the pattern. 

No show in New Zealand would 
be complete without a demonstra- 
tion of the skills of their hard work- 
ing sheep dogs. Responding to whis- 
tles and gestures from his owner, a 
Sheltie bullied and cajoled a small 
flock into a glider trailer, much to the 
delight of everyone in the crowd - 
except maybe the pilot who owned 
the trailer. 

Sir Timothy Wallis, a grizzled ex- 
fighter pilot as vintage as his aircraft, 
closed out the day with some spec- 
tacular aerobatics and dog fighting 
in his WWII Spitfire. 

Now the practice and partying 
were over. .. the contest was about to 
begin. WelUl, almost. If you want to 
end a drought, schedule a glider con- 
test day. A cold front moved through 
during the night bringing some 
much needed rain to the area, but 
washing out the day. 

The contest did get under way on 
Monday, January 9. The tow planes - 
15 of them - were mostly Pawnees, 
plus a couple of Cessna 182s, a Bird 
Dog and a Wilga whose appearance 
lived up to its name, Drag 'n Fly. Day 
One (and every day) the tugs got all 
the gliders into the air in less than an 
hour. This was a weak day and the 
tasks ranged from 300 krn for the 
Standards to 345 km for the Opens. 
Jim Payne's advice at the first of the 
daily team briefings was to fly cau- 
tiously. "From my past experience, 
first day tasks are usually an over- 
call. Don't try to fly 110% just 
because it's a World's. Fly like you 
always do - that's how you got here 
in the first place." 

After the task, Ray Lynskey said, 
"It was a day to be cautious." His 
Open Class fared well, with all but 
one coming home. Dale Bush and 
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Sherman Griffith now had a com- contest wasv equ i~pgd  with a 
~ l e t e d  task in a WGC in their log and Cambridge unit, the brainchild of " 
it had to feel good. Ron 
Tabery finished a strong 
seventh. 

In 15-Meter there were 
seven landouts and Peter 
Masak was one of them. 
David Jansen, Australian 
national champion and one 
of their high hopes for a 
medal, caught the right 
wing of his LS-6 on a rock 
in his off field landing. The 
glider spun around and 
skidded backwards, shat- 
tering the canopy, and 
Jansen was out of the com- The GPS unif carried in all gliders, Dave Ellis, designer. 
petition. Gimmey landed 
eighth in the class, and Gary Ittner, Dave Ellis. data base in the units 
The Quiet One, was 20th. contained the coordinates of the 

Eighteen in the Standard Class three startpointst all 46 turnpointst 
were shot down by weather. Rick d airports and their elevations and 
Walters and Karl Striedieck limped frequencies, and the location and 
home, but chip Gamer landed out. description of &Q possible off-field 
He did manage to outfly Go- AX landing sites. Push a button and the 
and Stig Oye, both gold medalists, gave the pilot bearing and djs- 
and the next day at briefing Chip tance to the nearest landing area, 
proposed that "it's not where you plus other pertinent data. "Power 
finish, it's who you beat." lines ... rabbit holes ... wet in center ... 

On Day Two the cuts overdevel- four wheel drive retrieve ... 15-Meter 
oped and only two pilots made it only, no Open ships-" 
home, both New Zeaianders. Tony The GPS units recorded all in- 
Van Dyk and Terry Delore nailed flight information every four sec- 
down first in the Standard and 15- onds, even indicated when the gear 
Meters, and Lynskey landed close was h e r e d .  At the end of the task 
enough to the field to get 1,000 the scorer downhided the i r~ f~ rma-  
points, a clean sweep for the Kiwis. tion into a computer, a two minute 

Meanwhile, back at beautiful Lake task. NO more turnpoint film to 
Ohau, 30 km northeast of Omarama, develop and check. For outlandingsf 
so many gliders were outlanding the the pilots called in their coordinates 
traffic pattern looked like Chicago's from the GPS and told which turn- 
O'Hare on a Friday afternoon. There points they had finished, and an 
were more than 30 sailplanes ringing immediate score could be given. 
the lake's south, west and north After Day Two's debacle, Jim 
shores. Ron Tabmy made a sbaight- said, "For a day with all those out- 
in to a paddock with fences close on landings the scores are still accurate, 
both sides and admitted he was for the first time in contest history." 
luck to get away with it. ~t the Ron Tabery's feelings about GPS? 
nort h end a dozen gliders landed "I think every lobster fisherman 
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should have one. For contests it takes 
away one of the main requirements 12 Jon 96 PosMon: 44'62.6SS 16934.54E TmW 1 BB* OSpU: B 6 y h  

16:13:1&l l&Wude: sesstt OPS Att: 7241tt Avg: O.OM OnTSsk - for winning ... navigation." F h  got a 
warning for crossing the finish line at 
42 feet when the minlmum was set al: 
15 meters, 49 feet. GPS nailed kim. 
But Ron was willing to give ib 
due. "It's a real blessing hem. You 
don't have to drop below an mdm- 
cast to photograph a twnpoint rve 
recorded turnpoints rve - --- GPS is here to stay." 

Karl Striedkck moved b t o  'the 
whwr's drck on D? high- 
ing firsf orl a long. J &at.+c&:tlu 
glrdm almost'ba.the m . e 4 d :  bf 
the contestae, h.mgged rnowtah 
and lake ten'aia to hc.wqSh. "I had a 

at 15:13:12 at 6,955". GPS records it all at inte~vals of dour seconds. 

- pilab were qanimous in vot- outs, none for the U.S. team, and the 
mg k e  scenery tha most beaWul crews got a welcome break. 
ti3ey ,had flown in. The route up the On Day Five, tasks of 536 krn, 561 

, west side of the idand to Glentanner km and 614 were assigned to + w snowcapp~d ridges, glaciers, Standard, 15-Meter and Open. It was 
, d. Eve lakes that are sapphire or Friday the thirteenth, and the goblins 

. "You can see the r e k -  didn't disappoint. A moist easterly 
on the httarns gf the airmass created an almost solid over- 

emdab," Karl said. 'The.bottdms QF cast, and pilots were squeaking 
h.dauds are d& Never saw between peaks that disappeared into 
a q r f b g .  like it." At the turnpoint in cloud. Some of the Open pilots fol- 
~ ~ e r ,  Mt Cook to the west lowed Lynskey and thanked him later 
t s m $  over 12,000 feet, and the run for getting them home. Bruno 

S t r i e d i d  Pet f f  hak pnd 'mDV w- to Omaram is along the shore Gantenbrink took it aU in stride and 
Ittnc~. ;Bf I&lsecPakaLi. (Many of the names pulled a hat trick, winning Open Class 
win, plata and shctw in Open h New Zealand come from the for the tturd straight day. Ron Tabery, 
d ssjd it was a hY tp Q Mad, . &e original settlers. Wen flying consistently, placed sixth for the dx61ay the top& I h i y  l3mk iapprimdwd the l a n d s  in day and was sixth overall. 
cantst a r a  e x k d d  400 . -theis.-, pglha 1,000 ears ago, Only two pilots made it back in 
Lm, w i h  Omarama ar Lhe -ter. A @+J .%p? m ~ d  ky the &dm Standard, Andrew Davis of Great 

la of ( h ~  1hs M~ a n  can&illhthehad~~earoa, tyId d Britain and Markku Kuittinen of 
'the Long w e  b u d , )  Finland, both previous gold medal 

Striedieck wdq all the ngh daci- winners. Tomasz Rubaj in his SZD-55 
S~MS again fh h y  Four la another crashed 5,000 feet up on Mt. Hutt. 
first, beatiq wt 6- nine world Rubaj was the bronze medal winner 

then werl paot hcensbm champs in h#an&rd Clas W br in Sweden in 1993. Striedieck said he 
t a k  W&tiPu G b h y  the second day'& a ow. His advice to didn't redly crash, he just s ~ r t  of 
nor& for the 174 km run to turn his team -I hHy more $lowly "arrlttad4.an the @ope while 
20 aCGleo- the wFBg than YOU U* da and By a w e  the tc+.wxk the ridr Waj-8  Xtg 
ing a t  a &,, of peb nd ne 'peaks." Th&+ i.iieie.bnIy fhree land- but the d a w  to tha.$yder took 
Rmmrkabla. It helped to have.&. 
familiar with the tenlbry tp h a  
way, but Anding me wasn't em "In 
our Nationah 1 c:m.wdy oa& h 

1 
ga*,- m;irk Wdtcl.6 
"Here they move too ,kt. ygdm 
2,000 k t  belm thm, you'll miw 

Mggl~ Ladmrh a Dqy Tuo, n a t  $5 W O k n r :  (l@j Ron ?hh&, (center) Rick Wol~ers and 
(rigM) ather mksfants .  
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him out of the contest. 
Many of the 70 landouts on Day 

Five were a long way from Omarama 
and some retrieves were difficult. 
Bleary eyed crews were straggling in 
at sunrise, and Saturday was delared 
a rest day. Naturally, there were 
booming thermals and soaring con- 
ditons were ideal. 

Three upstarts came from down in 
the pack on Day Six to lead their 
respective classes. New Zealanders 
Grae Harrison and Nigel McPhee 
took firsts in the Open and 15-Meter, 
and Germany's Holger Karow won 
the Standard. Gary Ittner had his 
best showing, clocking 106.9 km/h 
around the course and finishing 
third in his Ventus. Gary and his 
Dad, Nelson, were easy to spot on 
the grid. Both wore white slacks, 
long sleeve white shirts, and white 
hats. "Reflects the sun ... keeps you 
cooler," Gary said, his longest speech 
during the cantest. 

Terry Ddore, one of New 
Zealand's best, had a costly landout 
and got only 323 points fqr the day. It 
dropped him from ninth place to six- 
teenth. Delore knows only one way 
to fly, pedal to the floor. "I was in a 5 
knot thermal," Karl said, "and 
Delore shot past me like it was doo- 
doo." Austria's Guido Achleitner, 
who had been in sixth place, landed 
his ASW-24 a frustrating one kilome- 
ter short in a river bed. There was 
enough damage to the glider to 
make Achleitner the third pilot to be 
knocked out of the competition. 

At the next day's team briefing Jim 
Payne warned our pilots that some 
of the leaders were pushing too hard, 
trying to catch up. At the main brief- 
ing in the big white circus tent, safe- 
ty officer Roger Read warned the 
pilots about low energy finishes and 
the danger of pushing too hard "in 
the circuit." Day Seven promised to 
be a wave day, and Read also 
advised them to go on oxygen early 
and drink a lot of water to avoid 
dehydration. (The wave here had 
"hot spots" with stronger lift because 
of the topography, as opposed to a 

The frailer wheve team pilot btqings were 
held daily. 

2 6 

better organized wave in our west- release height, and a maximum of 
ern sites. There was often turbulence 10,000 MSL. In the earlier Kiwi Glide 
at fairly high altitude because af con- there were no such rules, and pilots 
flicting waves. The rotor was so bad were going through the start gate at 
at times that Striedieck Iikened it to a 22,000 feet on good wave days. 
rugby scrurn.) (Think about that. If the task were 

Hard to believe, but for safety the 429 km, on a nowind day a 64:l 
contest directors put a 23,000 foot Open sailplane going through the 
maximum enroute ceiling m all start gate at that height could start 
tasks. When going through the start his final glide!) 
gate, pilots had to maintain a mini- The longest tasks yet were called 
mum altitude of 2,000 ffeet AGr t n w  fnr nav S p v ~ n  all with f n ~ i r  tiirn- 
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Ron Tabery mkingfinal approach. 

terrain, weather and winds changed 
rapidly. The easterlies blowing in 
from the coast were sometimes no 
more than 1,000 feet deep, and at alti- 
tude the ~ i l o t s  would be eettine a 

I westerly Gind reading fromuthe G ~ S .  
U.S. Team member Clzip Garner. The pilots relied on mountains to the 
points. (The sun didn't set until 10:00 north, Big Ben and Little Ben, for 
vm so the start eate didn't close until ridge lift on their final glide, and 
i730. Finish zosed at 2130.) 

- 
The Standards drew a 523 km 
assignment, the 15s 625 km, and 
the Opens 674 km. Ray Gimmey 
deemed it a "four-pee-bag day." 
At takeoff time the country flags 
in the parade ground were 
snapping briskly and indicating 
a 90 degree crosswind. They 
could have used a length of 
chain for a windsock. 

You only had to look at the 
score sheets afterwards to see it 
had been a wave day. Lynskey, 
Newfield and Harrison, all New Ray G i m m ~  and wife, Ruth. 
Zealanders, swept the first three 
places in Open. Terry &lore left their crewmen watched other gliders 
vapor trails, blistering the 15-Meter to see which side of the ridges to 
task in 148 km/h, moving to eighth work. It was incredible watching a 
place overall. Peter Masak had a sailplane hit Big Ben at 1,000 feet, 
good sixth place finish in his then work the air over every bump 
Scimitar, and Ittner and Gjmmey and boulder on the hill to bound up 
were well up in eleventh and thir- the slope like a mountain goat. The 
teenth position. A local newspaper, crew guys gave them the essential 
The Twizel Times, in reporting the information - was the ridge work- 
Standard Class said, "Michael Oak- ing, and if it was, which side. 
ley (N.Z.) flew a superb race in the Tuesday, January 17, Day Eight. 
Standard Class, coming in second to The tension was starting to mount 
Britain's Martyn Wells." It's okay to for the pilots who had a shot at 
root for the hometown hero, but a n~edals or a top ten slot. Reigning 
reporter for the London Times would champion in the Standard Class, 
have no choice but to say that while England's Andrew Davis, was hold- 
Oakley's flight was indeed superb, ing on to a slim 37 point lead over 
Martyn Wells' flight was "superber." Markku Kuittinen from Finland. 

On days like this ground crews did There were five other pilots bunched 
im ortant double duty. Jackie Payne within 292 points of the leader. 
an X Paul Carmel logged all radio Striedieck, in eighth place, was only 
transmissions and relayed informa- 351 back. 
tion to the pilots. Pete Alexander, Eric Napoleon was leading the 15- 
Tom Tyson and Lee Hallerberg drove Meters, but .%fano Ghorzo, Italy, 
to critical spots on the course line to Britain's Justin Wills, Giles Navas of 
tell the pilots what the wind was France and Michael Grund from 
doing at THAT point. Because of the Germany were all within striking 
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distance. The only trio to have a lock 
on the medals were Open pilots Uli 
Schwenk and Robert Schroeder fly- 
ing for Germany, and local Ray 
Lynskey. Only three points separated 
first and second, and Lynskey was 81 
points back. Ron Tabery, flying very 
consistently, was in sixth, but almost 
1,000 behind Schwenk. 

At the end of Day Eight, Jim Stabler 
reported to the hard working staff of 
the daily newsletter, FORTY-FIVE, 
that it had been "a run and gun day, 
with typical Texas ten knot thermals." 

The U.S. team had a terrific day, 
with everyone in the top 12. Ray 
Gimmey brought his LS-6 home first 
in 15-Meter, the day before his 62nd 
birthday. "He starts collecting Social 
Security tomorrow, but he's collect- 
ing firsts today," quipped Jackie 
Payne. Ray had an explanation for 
his success. "I credit the contest 
directors," he said. "They have been 
working us so hard that I dozed off 
leaving the last turnpoint. I slumped 
forward on the stick, and the next 
thing I knew I was zipping across the 
finish line." Ittner had another good 
day and came in fifth, whle Peter 
Masak was twelfth. 

In the Standards, Chip Garner fin- 
ished in the money in third place. 
(You beat a lot of people this time, 
Chip.) Rick Walters was eighth and 
Striedieck was twelfth, but earned 
enough points to move up to seventh 
in cumulative. Standard and 15- 
Meter Class were devalued slightly 
because of the fast first-place finishes. 

Dale Bush and Sherman Griffith 
were in the top ten in the Open Class, 
sixth and ninth, and Ron Tabery, 
eleventh for the day, held on to sixth 
place overall. Uli Schwenk led the 
Opens home (surprisingly, for the 
first time) and gained another 44 big 
points on Lynskey. 

Weather on Day Nine was spot on 
for the Kiwis. The ridges were work- 
ing, there was thermal, a conver- 
gence on course, and wave for the 
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ones who could find it. Michael 
Oakley flew one 150 km stretch with- 
out making a turn, taking third in 
Standard, and team mate Tony Van 
Dyk won the task. Terry Delore took 
the 15-Meters for his third win. 
Lynskey had a strong first to com- 
plete the Kiwi sweep of the three first 
places. Theo Newfield was third in 
Open, giving the New Zealanders 
five of the nine top finishers for the 
day. Most important, Lynskey 
moved into second place, ahead of 
Schroeder and just nine points 
behind Schwenk. 

On Thursday, January 19, the 
winds blew in from the east and low 
clouds draped over the mountains 
like a shawl. Local pilots shook their 
heads and said it would be a no-fly 
day - and they were right. Friday 
arrived with clear blue skies, but the 
thermals never happened. After sev- 
eral delays, the Standards launched, 
but the pilots struggled just to stay at 
tow release altitude. One by one they 
dumped their ballast and came 
home. Now there was real concern 
this contest might be over, a real anti- 
climax. There was only one more 
possible day of flying. It was coming 
right down to the wire. 

Saturday, January 21, the last fly- 
ing day, and the weather cooperated. 
It was a wave day, just what the New 
Zealanders wanted. Schroeder and 
Schwenk flew close to Lynskey. If 
they could stay with him around the 
course they could outrun him on the 
final glide because their ASW-22s 
had a higher wing loading. But 
Lynskey scraped them both off near 
clouds and went on to fly a brilliant 
flight. His 1,000 points was 92 points 
better than Schroeder, 305 better than 
Schwenk. New Zealand had their 
gold medal winner. 

In 15-Meter, Eric Napoleon was sev- 
enth for the day, but it was good 
enough to keep hun in hrst place. He 
was the only repeat gold medal winner. 
Justin W i s  picked up ground, but was 
still a heart-breaking 29 points back in 
second place. Giles Navas, another 
Frenchman, took the bronze. 

In Standard Class, Markku Kuitt- 
inen kept his cool and actually 
increased his first place point lead. 
Brian Spreckley hung on to second 
place, but Jacques Aboulin leap- 
frogged past Martyn Wells and won 
the bronze by just 14 points. Of the 
nine medals, France won three, 
Germany and Great Britain two 
each, New Zealand and Finland one 
each. France also took home the 
World Cup team trophy, a first-time 
award. 
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It was over, a challenging last day 
that gave all the front running pilots 
a chance to move ahead or defend 
their leads. Karl Striedieck and Rick 
Walters were 12th and 15th in that 
strong field of 44 in Standards. Chip 
Garner ended up 29th, could have 
been about four places up the ladder 
if he hadn't landed at 2140 hours on 
the last day. (Make that the last night. 
Most people are in bed by then.) 

Gary Ittner came in 13th and was the 
U.S. team's top finisher in 15-Meter, an 
excellent showing for his first WGC. 
Ron Tabery scrambled on the last day 
and went from 6th to 8th place in 
Open, but he was in it all the way. 

Terry Delore took four daily firsts, 
the only pilot to do it. But with the 
two costly landouts he still finished 
sixth, right behind Gerard Lherm in 
the DG-800s Delore had loaned him. 
The two women pilots, Demczenko 
and Janowitsch, did themselves 
proud by finishing 31st and 36th. 

- 

(Hang in there, gals, Eileen Collins 
just became the first woman to pilot 
the world's fastest glider, the space 
shuttle Discovery.) 

Our veteran pilots agreed this was 
the most difficult Worlds they had 
flown. The consensus was it would 
take about three years of full time 
flying here to be able to "read" the 
winds and the weather. The scenery 
got a unanimous 10, and the flying 
conditions, hairy as they were, drew 
high praise ... "dramatic, exciting, 
best ever." Sherman Griffith sum- 
med it up when he said, "This is high 
adventure." 

When these world class pilots lock 
that canopy shut and start rolling 
down the runway, it is their world. 
It's a world that demands flying 
skill, quick decisions, physical stami- 
na, and a lot of courage. Our U.S. 
team had it all and gave us a lot to be 
proud of in this competition. They 
are a breed apart. I 

THANKS to BHP International 
Marine Transport! 

The average glider trailer is a two 
wheel affair, approximately 30 feet long, 
6 feet wide and 8 feet high. With the 
sailplane inside, the all-up weight of the 
rig approaches 2000 Ibs. Shipping a glid- 
er and trailer is no small task. But what 
about the 1995 U.S. Team? Nine U.S. 
pilots competed in the New Zealand 
contest and they needed to ship seven 
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6 BHP 
gliders and trailers to the contest from 
the U.S. Seven gliders and trailers would account for approximately 10,000 cubic feet space 
and 14,000 Ibs in dead weight. Commerc~al shipping rates for this load would normally be 
over $9,000 per glider for a total of $63,000! Needless to say, this amount would have bro- 
ken the team bank. 

Enter BHP lnternational Marine Transport, a division of BHP Transport, Melbourne, 
Australia. 

Through a sometimes lengthy route of SSA friends, the SSA learned that BHP IMT might 
be in a position to provide discounted shipping services between the US and New Zealand. 
In 1993, SSA contacted BHP Transport in Australia and was referred to BHP IMT head- 
quartered in Oakland, California. BHP IMT leadership in Oakland, notably George Coppo 
and Tom Henderson, were immediately receptive to our request for support. They offered 
to negotiate a discounted rate for the team (approximately 50%) of the normal charges. 

BUT, the deal didn't quite work out as planned. Coppo and Henderson worked diligently 
with brokerage companies, dock agents and other BHP IMT managers to lower the costs. 
The result is that the US Team saved over $55,000 in shipping costs through the support 
of BHP IMT. The company is the largest liner ship operator serving New Zealand. BHP 
Transport is the largest ship operator in Australia. Besides New Zealand and the US, BHP 
IMT serves Australia, Chile and Mexico. 

BHP IMT is a world class organization and provided world class support to the 1995 US 
Soar~ng Team. SSA and members of the '95 Team are deeply grateful for the support. 


